
dia,konoj - deacon 

(Friberg) dia,konoj, ou, o` and h` (1) generally of a person who renders helpful service servant, helper (MT 20.26; possibly RO 
16.1); (2) as an official in the church; deacon, both masculine (1T 3.8) and feminine (probably RO 16.1); (3) as a government 
official minister, agent (RO 13.4); (4) as one who serves a high official attendant, servant (MT 22.13)  

(UBS) dia,konoj , ou m and f servant; helper, minister; deacon; deaconess (Ro 16.1); a=ra Cristo.j àmarti,aj dÅ Does Christ serve 
the interests of sin? (Ga 2.17)   

(L-N) 35.20  qera,pwn, ontoj m ; ùphre,thj, ou m ; dia,konoj, ou m and f: (derivatives of qerapeu,w, u`phrete,w, and diakone,w 'to 
serve,' 35.19) a person who renders service - 'servant.' qera,pwn: Mwu?sh/j me.n pisto.j evn o[lw| tw|/ oi;kw| auvtou/ w`j qera,pwn 'Moses 
was faithful in God's whole house as a servant' He 3.5. ùphre,thj: eivj tou/to ga.r w;fqhn soi, proceiri,sasqai, se u`phre,thn 'I have 
appeared to you to appoint you as (my) servant' Ac 26.16. In the NT ùphre,thj is employed to refer to many diverse types of 
servants, such as attendants to a king, officers of the Sanhedrin, attendants of magistrates, and, especially in the Gospel of John, 
Jewish Temple guards. dia,konoj: avllV o]j eva.n qe,lh| evn u`mi/n me,gaj gene,sqai e;stai ùmw/n dia,konoj 'if anyone of you wants to be 
great, he must be the servant of the rest' Mt 20.26.  

In rendering qera,pwn, ùphre,thj, and dia,konoj in the sense of 'servant,' it is important to avoid a term which would be too specific, 
for example, 'one who serves meals' or 'one who works around the house.' It may, in fact, be necessary to use an expression which 
means essentially 'helper.' 

(LS) dia,konoj ÎāÐ, Ion. dih,konoj, ò, a servant, waitingman, Lat. minister, Hdt., etc.: a messenger, Aesch., Soph.:-as fem., Dem. II. 
a minister of the church, a deacon, N.T.: as fem. a deaconess, Ib. (Akin to dia,ktoroj: both perh. from diw,kw.)  

(Thayer) dia,konoj, diakonou, o,̀ h̀ (of uncertain origin, but by no means, as was formerly thought, compounded of dia, and ko,nij, so 
as to mean, properly, `raising dust by hastening'; cf. evgko,nein; for the alpha in the preposition dia, is short, in dia,konoj, long. 
Alexander Buttmann (1873) Lexil. i., p. 218ff (English translation, p. 231f) thinks it is derived from the obsolete dia,kw equivalent 
to dih,kw (allied with diw,kw; cf. Vanicek, p. 363)); one who executes the commands of another, especially of a master; a sergeant, 
attendant, minister; 

1. universally: of the servant of a king, Matt. 22:13; with the genitive of the person served, Matt. 20:26; 23:11; Mark 9:35; 
10:43 (in which passage it is used figuratively of those who advance others' interests even at the sacrifice of their own); th/j 
evkklhsi,aj, of one who does what promotes the welfare and prosperity of the church, Col. 1:25; dia,konoi tou/ Qeou/, those 
through whom God carries on his administration on earth, as magistrates, Rom. 13:4; teachers of the Christian religion, 1 Cor. 
3:5; 2 Cor. 6:4; 1 Thess. 3:2 R T Tr WH text L marginal reading; the same are called dia,konoi (tou/) Cristou/, 2 Cor. 11:23; 
Col. 1:7; 1 Tim. 4:6; evn kuri,w|, in the cause of the Lord, Col. 4:7; (Eph. 6:21); ò dia,konoj mou, my follower, John 12:26; tou/ 
Satana/, whom Satan uses as a servant, 2 Cor. 11:15; (àmarti,aj, Gal. 2:17); dia,konoj peritomh/j (abstract for concrete), of 
Christ, who labored for the salvation of the circumcised, i. e. the Jews, Rom. 15:8; with the genitive of the thing to which 
service is rendered, i. e. to which one is devoted: kainh/j diaqh,khj, 2 Cor. 3:6; tou/ euvaggeli,ou, Eph. 3:7; Col. 1:23; 
dikaiosu,nhj, 2 Cor. 11:15. 

2. a deacon, one who, by virtue of the office assigned him by the church, cares for the poor and has charge of and distributes 
the money collected for their use (cf. BB. DD., Dict. of Christ. Antiq., Schaff-Herzog under the word Deacon; Lightfoot's 
Commentary on Philippians, dissert. i. sec. i.; Julius Muller, Dogmatische Abhandlungen, p. 560ff): Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:8,12, 
cf. Acts 6:3ff; h` dia,konoj, a deaconess (ministra, Pliny, epistles 10, 97), a woman to whom the care of either poor or sick 
women was entrusted, Rom. 16:1 (cf. Dictionaries as above, under the word Deaconess; Lightfoot as above, p. 191; B. D. 
under the word Phoebe). 

3. a waiter, one who serves food and drink: John 2:5,9, as in Xenophon, mem. 1, 5, 2; Hier. 3, 11 (4, 2); Polybius 31, 4, 5; 
Lucian, de merced. cond. sec. 26; Athen. 7, p. 291 a.; 10, 420 e.; see diakone,w, 2 and diakoni,a, 5; (also Wetstein (1752) on 
Matt. 4:11).* 

(Synonyms: dia,konoj, dou/loj, qera,pwn, ùphre,thj: "dia,konoj represents the servant in his activity for the work; not in his 
relation, either servile, as that of the dou/loj, or more voluntary, as in the case of the qera,pwn, to a person" Trench; yet cf. e. g. 
Rom. 13:4; 2 Cor. 6:4 etc.). dou/loj opposed to evleu,qeroj, and correlate to despo,thj or ku,rioj, denotes a bondman, one who 
sustains a permanent servile relation to another. qera,pwn is the voluntary performer of services, whether as a freeman or a 
slave; it is a nobler, tenderer word than dou/loj. ùphre,thj according to its etymol. suggests subordination. Cf. Trench, sec. ix.; 
B. D. under the word Minister; Meyer on Eph. 3:7; Schmidt, chapter 164.)  

 

Matthew 20:26 "Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your 
servant. 

ouvc ou[twj e;stai evn u`mi/n( avllV o]j eva.n qe,lh| evn ùmi/n me,gaj gene,sqai e;stai ùmw/n dia,konoj( 



Matthew 22:13 "Then the king said to the servants, 'Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into outer 
darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 

to,te ò basileu.j ei=pen toi/j diako,noij\ dh,santej auvtou/ po,daj kai. cei/raj evkba,lete auvto.n eivj to. sko,toj to. evxw,teron\ evkei/ 
e;stai ò klauqmo.j kai. o` brugmo.j tw/n ovdo,ntwnÅ 

Matthew 23:11 "But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. 
o` de. mei,zwn ùmw/n e;stai u`mw/n dia,konojÅ 

Mark 9:35 And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, "If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all 
and servant of all." 

kai. kaqi,saj evfw,nhsen tou.j dw,deka kai. le,gei auvtoi/j\ ei; tij qe,lei prw/toj ei=nai( e;stai pa,ntwn e;scatoj kai. pa,ntwn 
dia,konojÅ 

Mark 10:43 "Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. 
ouvc ou[twj de, evstin evn ùmi/n( avllV o]j a'n qe,lh| me,gaj gene,sqai evn ùmi/n e;stai ùmw/n dia,konoj( 

John 2:5 His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." 
le,gei h` mh,thr auvtou/ toi/j diako,noij\ o[ ti a'n le,gh| ùmi/n poih,sateÅ 

John 2:9 When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came 
from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom. 

ẁj de. evgeu,sato o ̀avrcitri,klinoj to. u[dwr oi=non gegenhme,non kai. ouvk h;|dei po,qen evsti,n( oi` de. dia,konoi h;|deisan oì 
hvntlhko,tej to. u[dwr( fwnei/ to.n numfi,on o` avrcitri,klinoj 

John 12:26 "If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves 
Me, him My Father will honor. 

eva.n evmoi, tij diakonh/|( evmoi. avkolouqei,tw( kai. o[pou eivmi. evgw. evkei/ kai. o` dia,konoj o` evmo.j e;stai\ eva,n tij evmoi. diakonh/| timh,sei 
auvto.n o` path,rÅ 

Romans 13:4 For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in 
vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 

qeou/ ga.r dia,kono,j evstin soi. eivj to. avgaqo,nÅ eva.n de. to. kako.n poih/|j( fobou/\ ouv ga.r eivkh/| th.n ma,cairan forei/\ qeou/ ga.r 
dia,kono,j evstin e;kdikoj eivj ovrgh.n tw/| to. kako.n pra,ssontiÅ 

Romans 15:8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm 
the promises made to the fathers, 

le,gw ga.r Cristo.n dia,konon gegenh/sqai peritomh/j ùpe.r avlhqei,aj qeou/( eivj to. bebaiw/sai ta.j evpaggeli,aj tw/n pate,rwn( 

Romans 16:1 I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, 
Suni,sthmi de. u`mi/n Foi,bhn th.n avdelfh.n h`mw/n( ou=san Îkai.Ð dia,konon th/j evkklhsi,aj th/j evn Kegcreai/j( 

1 Corinthians 3:5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave 
to each one? 

Ti, ou=n evstin VApollw/jÈ ti, de, evstin Pau/lojÈ dia,konoi diV w-n evpisteu,sate( kai. e`ka,stw| ẁj o` ku,rioj e;dwkenÅ 

2 Corinthians 3:6 who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for 
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

o]j kai. i`ka,nwsen h̀ma/j diako,nouj kainh/j diaqh,khj( ouv gra,mmatoj avlla. pneu,matoj\ to. ga.r gra,mma avpokte,nnei( to. de. pneu/ma 
zw|opoiei/Å 

2 Corinthians 6:4 But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in 
needs, in distresses, 

avllV evn panti. sunista,ntej e`autou.j w`j qeou/ dia,konoi( evn ùpomonh/| pollh/|( evn qli,yesin( evn avna,gkaij( evn stenocwri,aij( 

2 Corinthians 11:15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of 
righteousness, whose end will be according to their works. 

ouv me,ga ou=n eiv kai. oì dia,konoi auvtou/ metaschmati,zontai w`j dia,konoi dikaiosu,nhj\ w-n to. te,loj e;stai kata. ta. e;rga auvtw/nÅ 

2 Corinthians 11:23 Are they ministers of Christ? -- I speak as a fool -- I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes 
above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 

dia,konoi Cristou/ eivsinÈ parafronw/n lalw/( u`pe.r evgw,\ evn ko,poij perissote,rwj( evn fulakai/j perissote,rwj( evn plhgai/j 
u`perballo,ntwj( evn qana,toij polla,kijÅ 

 



Galatians 2:17 "But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore 
a minister of sin? Certainly not! 

eiv de. zhtou/ntej dikaiwqh/nai evn Cristw/| eu`re,qhmen kai. auvtoi. a`martwloi,( a=ra Cristo.j àmarti,aj dia,konojÈ mh. ge,noitoÅ 

Ephesians 3:7 of which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective 
working of His power. 

ou- evgenh,qhn dia,konoj kata. th.n dwrea.n th/j ca,ritoj tou/ qeou/ th/j doqei,shj moi kata. th.n evne,rgeian th/j duna,mewj auvtou/Å 

Ephesians 6:21 But that you also may know my affairs and how I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful 
minister in the Lord, will make all things known to you; 

{Ina de. eivdh/te kai. u`mei/j ta. katV evme,( ti, pra,ssw( pa,nta gnwri,sei ùmi/n Tu,cikoj ò avgaphto.j avdelfo.j kai. pisto.j dia,konoj evn 
kuri,w|( 

Philippians 1:1 Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, 
with the bishops and deacons: 

Pau/loj kai. Timo,qeoj dou/loi Cristou/ VIhsou/ pa/sin toi/j àgi,oij evn Cristw/| VIhsou/ toi/j ou=sin evn Fili,ppoij su.n evpisko,poij 
kai. diako,noij( 

Colossians 1:7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your 
behalf, 

kaqw.j evma,qete avpo. VEpafra/ tou/ avgaphtou/ sundou,lou h̀mw/n( o[j evstin pisto.j u`pe.r u`mw/n dia,konoj tou/ Cristou/( 

Colossians 1:23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope 
of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a 
minister. 

ei; ge evpime,nete th/| pi,stei teqemeliwme,noi kai. èdrai/oi kai. mh. metakinou,menoi avpo. th/j evlpi,doj tou/ euvaggeli,ou ou- hvkou,sate( 
tou/ khrucqe,ntoj evn pa,sh| kti,sei th/| u`po. to.n ouvrano,n( ou- evgeno,mhn evgw. Pau/loj dia,konojÅ 

Colossians 1:25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, 
to fulfill the word of God, 

h-j evgeno,mhn evgw. dia,konoj kata. th.n oivkonomi,an tou/ qeou/ th.n doqei/sa,n moi eivj u`ma/j plhrw/sai to.n lo,gon tou/ qeou/( 

Colossians 4:7 Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news 
about me. 

Ta. katV evme. pa,nta gnwri,sei u`mi/n Tu,cikoj o` avgaphto.j avdelfo.j kai. pisto.j dia,konoj kai. su,ndouloj evn kuri,w|( 

1 Timothy 3:8 Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for 
money, 

Diako,nouj w`sau,twj semnou,j( mh. dilo,gouj( mh. oi;nw| pollw/| prose,contaj( mh. aivscrokerdei/j( 

1 Timothy 3:12 Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. 
dia,konoi e;stwsan mia/j gunaiko.j a;ndrej( te,knwn kalw/j proi?sta,menoi kai. tw/n ivdi,wn oi;kwnÅ 

1 Timothy 4:6 If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the 
words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed. 

Tau/ta ùpotiqe,menoj toi/j avdelfoi/j kalo.j e;sh| dia,konoj Cristou/ VIhsou/( evntrefo,menoj toi/j lo,goij th/j pi,stewj kai. th/j kalh/j 
didaskali,aj h-| parhkolou,qhkaj\ 


