
diakoni,a - ministry 
(Friberg) diakoni,a, aj, h̀ (1) generally service (HE 1.14); (2) as charitable giving aid, support, arrangement for provision (AC 
6.1); (3) as preparing meals serving, preparation (LU 10.40); (4) as the role or position of one serving God in a special way task, 
office, ministry (RO 12.7; 1T 1.12)  
(UBS) diakoni,a , aj f ministry, service; contribution, help, support; mission; perhaps office of deacon or authority (Ro 12.7)   
(L-N) diakoni,a, aj f: (derivative of diakone,w,' 35.19) the role or position of serving - 'ministry, task.' w`j teleiw/sai to.n dro,mon mou 
kai. th.n diakoni,an h]n e;labon para. tou/ kuri,ou 'that I may complete my course of life and my ministry which I received from the 
Lord' Ac 20.24. 
(LS) dia¯koni,a, h,̀ the office of a dia,konoj, service, Thuc., Plat. 2. attendance on a duty, ministration, Dem.; h` dÅ h̀ kaqhmerinh, 
ministering to daily wants, N.T.; h̀ dÅ tou/ lo,gou the ministry of the word, Ib.  
(Thayer) diakoni,a, diakoni,aj, h` (dia,konoj) (from Thucydides, Plato down), service, ministering, especially of those who execute 
the commands of others; 

1. universally: 2 Tim. 4:11; Heb. 1:14. 
2. of those who by the command of God proclaim and promote religion among men; a. of the office of Moses: h̀ diakoni,a tou/ 
qana,tou, concisely for the ministration by which the law is promulgated that threatens and brings death, 2 Cor. 3:7; th/j 
katakri,sewj, the ministration by which condemnation is announced, ibid. 9. b. of the office of the apostles and its 
administration: Acts 1:17,25; 20:24; 21:19; Rom. 11:13; 2 Cor. 4:1; 6:3; 1 Tim. 1:12; tou/ lo,gou, Acts 6:4; tou/ pneu,matoj, the 
ministry whose office it is to cause men to obtain and be governed by the Holy Spirit, 2 Cor. 3:8; th/j dikaiosu,nhj, by which 
men are taught how they may become righteous with God, ibid. 9; th/j katallagh/j, the ministry whose work it is to induce 
men to embrace the offered reconciliation with God, 2 Cor. 5:18; pro,j th,n ùmw/n diakoni,an, that by preaching the gospel I 
might minister unto you, 2 Cor. 11:8. c. of the ministration or service of all who, endowed by God with powers of mind and 
heart peculiarly adapted to this end, endeavor zealously and laboriously to promote the cause of Christ among men, as 
apostles, prophets, evangelists, elders, etc.: 1 Cor. 12:5; Eph. 4:12; 2 Tim. 4:5. What ministry is referred to in Col. 4:17 is not 
clear. 
3. the ministration of those who render to others the offices of Christian affection: 1 Cor. 16:15; Rev. 2:19, especially of those 
who succor need by either collecting or bestowing benefactions (Acts 12:25); the care of the poor, the supplying or 
distributing of charities (Luther uses Handreichung): Acts 6:1; 2 Cor. 9:13; h̀ diakoni,a h̀ eivj tou,j àgi,ouj, 2 Cor. 8:4; 9:1; h` 
diakoni,a th/j leitourgi,aj, the ministration rendered through this leitourgi,a, 2 Cor. 9:12; pe,mpein eivj diakoni,an ti,ni, to send 
a thing to one for the relief of his want (A. V. to send relief unto), Acts 11:29 (komi,zein crh,mata polla, eivj diakoni,an tw/n 
chrw/n, Acta Thomae sec. 56, p. 233, Tdf. edition); h̀ diakoni,a mou h` eivj VIerousalh,m. my ministration in bringing the money 
collected by me, a ministration intended for Jerusalem (Fritzsche), Rom. 15:31 (here L Tr marginal reading read h̀ dwrofori,a 
... evn, etc.). 
4. the office of deacon in the primitive church (see dia,konoj, 2): Rom. 12:7. 
5. the service of those who prepare and present food: Luke 10:40 (as in Xenophon, oec. 7, 41).*  

 

Luke 10:40 But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, "Lord, do You not care 
that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me." 

h` de. Ma,rqa periespa/to peri. pollh.n diakoni,an\ evpista/sa de. ei=pen( ku,rie( ouv me,lei soi o[ti h̀ avdelfh, mou mo,nhn me 
kate,lipen diakonei/nÈ eivpe. ou=n auvth/| i[na moi sunantila,bhtaiÅ 

Acts 1:17 "for he was numbered with us and obtained a part in this ministry." 
o[ti kathriqmhme,noj h=n evn h`mi/n kai. e;lacen to.n klh/ron th/j diakoni,aj tau,thjÅ 

Acts 1:25 "to take part in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his 
own place." 

labei/n to.n to,pon th/j diakoni,aj tau,thj kai. avpostolh/j avfV h-j pare,bh VIou,daj poreuqh/nai eivj to.n to,pon to.n i;dionÅ 

Acts 6:1 Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the 
Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 

VEn de. tai/j h`me,raij tau,taij plhquno,ntwn tw/n maqhtw/n evge,neto goggusmo.j tw/n ~Ellhnistw/n pro.j tou.j ~Ebrai,ouj( o[ti 
pareqewrou/nto evn th/| diakoni,a| th/| kaqhmerinh/| ai` ch/rai auvtw/nÅ 

Acts 6:4 "but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word." 
h̀mei/j de. th/| proseuch/| kai. th/| diakoni,a| tou/ lo,gou proskarterh,somenÅ 

Acts 11:29 Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in 
Judea. 

tw/n de. maqhtw/n( kaqw.j euvporei/to, tij( w[risan e[kastoj auvtw/n eivj diakoni,an pe,myai toi/j katoikou/sin evn th/| VIoudai,a| 
avdelfoi/j\ 



Acts 12:25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their ministry, and they also took 
with them John whose surname was Mark. 

Barnaba/j de. kai. Sau/loj u`pe,streyan eivj VIerousalh.m plhrw,santej th.n diakoni,an( sumparalabo,ntej VIwa,nnhn to.n 
evpiklhqe,nta Ma/rkonÅ 

Acts 20:24 "But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with 
joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 

avllV ouvdeno.j lo,gou poiou/mai th.n yuch.n timi,an evmautw/| ẁj teleiw/sai to.n dro,mon mou kai. th.n diakoni,an h]n e;labon para. 
tou/ kuri,ou VIhsou/( diamartu,rasqai to. euvagge,lion th/j ca,ritoj tou/ qeou/Å 

Acts 21:19 When he had greeted them, he told in detail those things which God had done among the Gentiles through 
his ministry. 

kai. avspasa,menoj auvtou.j evxhgei/to kaqV e]n e[kaston( w-n evpoi,hsen ò qeo.j evn toi/j e;qnesin dia. th/j diakoni,aj auvtou/Å 

Romans 11:13 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 
ùmi/n de. le,gw toi/j e;qnesin\ evfV o[son me.n ou=n eivmi evgw. evqnw/n avpo,stoloj( th.n diakoni,an mou doxa,zw( 

Romans 12:7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 
ei;te diakoni,an evn th/| diakoni,a|( ei;te o` dida,skwn evn th/| didaskali,a|( 

Romans 15:31 that I may be delivered from those in Judea who do not believe, and that my service for Jerusalem 
may be acceptable to the saints, 

i[na r`usqw/ avpo. tw/n avpeiqou,ntwn evn th/| VIoudai,a| kai. h` diakoni,a mou h̀ eivj VIerousalh.m euvpro,sdektoj toi/j a`gi,oij ge,nhtai( 

1 Corinthians 12:5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 
kai. diaire,seij diakoniw/n eivsin( kai. o` auvto.j ku,rioj\ 

1 Corinthians 16:15 I urge you, brethren -- you know the household of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, 
and that they have devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints -- 

Parakalw/ de. u`ma/j( avdelfoi,\ oi;date th.n oivki,an Stefana/( o[ti evsti.n avparch. th/j VAcai<aj kai. eivj diakoni,an toi/j a`gi,oij 
e;taxan èautou,j\ 

2 Corinthians 3:7 But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious, so that the children of 
Israel could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of the glory of his countenance, which glory was passing 
away, 

Eiv de. h` diakoni,a tou/ qana,tou evn gra,mmasin evntetupwme,nh li,qoij evgenh,qh evn do,xh|( w[ste mh. du,nasqai avteni,sai tou.j ui`ou.j 
VIsrah.l eivj to. pro,swpon Mwu?se,wj dia. th.n do,xan tou/ prosw,pou auvtou/ th.n katargoume,nhn( 

2 Corinthians 3:8 how will the ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious? 
pw/j ouvci. ma/llon h̀ diakoni,a tou/ pneu,matoj e;stai evn do,xh|È 

2 Corinthians 3:9 For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry of righteousness exceeds much more in 
glory. 

eiv ga.r th/| diakoni,a| th/j katakri,sewj do,xa( pollw/| ma/llon perisseu,ei h̀ diakoni,a th/j dikaiosu,nhj do,xh|Å 

2 Corinthians 4:1 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart. 
Dia. tou/to( e;contej th.n diakoni,an tau,thn kaqw.j hvleh,qhmen( ouvk evgkakou/men 

2 Corinthians 5:18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given 
us the ministry of reconciliation, 

ta. de. pa,nta evk tou/ qeou/ tou/ katalla,xantoj h`ma/j e`autw/| dia. Cristou/ kai. do,ntoj h`mi/n th.n diakoni,an th/j katallagh/j( 

2 Corinthians 6:3 We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed. 
Mhdemi,an evn mhdeni. dido,ntej proskoph,n( i[na mh. mwmhqh/| h̀ diakoni,a( 

2 Corinthians 8:4 imploring us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering 
to the saints. 

meta. pollh/j paraklh,sewj deo,menoi h̀mw/n th.n ca,rin kai. th.n koinwni,an th/j diakoni,aj th/j eivj tou.j àgi,ouj( 

2 Corinthians 9:1 Now concerning the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you; 
Peri. me.n ga.r th/j diakoni,aj th/j eivj tou.j ag̀i,ouj perisso,n moi, evstin to. gra,fein ùmi/n\ 

2 Corinthians 9:12 For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but also is 
abounding through many thanksgivings to God, 

o[ti h̀ diakoni,a th/j leitourgi,aj tau,thj ouv mo,non evsti.n prosanaplhrou/sa ta. u`sterh,mata tw/n a`gi,wn( avlla. kai. perisseu,ousa 
dia. pollw/n euvcaristiw/n tw/| qew/|Å 



2 Corinthians 9:13 while, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of your confession to 
the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all men, 

dia. th/j dokimh/j th/j diakoni,aj tau,thj doxa,zontej to.n qeo.n evpi. th/| ùpotagh/| th/j òmologi,aj ùmw/n eivj to. euvagge,lion tou/ 
Cristou/ kai. a`plo,thti th/j koinwni,aj eivj auvtou.j kai. eivj pa,ntaj( 

2 Corinthians 11:8 I robbed other churches, taking wages from them to minister to you. 
a;llaj evkklhsi,aj evsu,lhsa labw.n ovyw,nion pro.j th.n u`mw/n diakoni,an( 

Ephesians 4:12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
pro.j to.n katartismo.n tw/n a`gi,wn eivj e;rgon diakoni,aj( eivj oivkodomh.n tou/ sw,matoj tou/ Cristou/( 

Colossians 4:17 And say to Archippus, "Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may 
fulfill it." 

kai. ei;pate VArci,ppw|\ Ble,pe th.n diakoni,an h]n pare,labej evn kuri,w|( i[na auvth.n plhroi/jÅ 

1 Timothy 1:12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me 
into the ministry, 

Ca,rin e;cw tw/| evndunamw,santi, me Cristw/| VIhsou/ tw/| kuri,w| h`mw/n( o[ti pisto,n me h̀gh,sato qe,menoj eivj diakoni,an 

2 Timothy 4:5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
Su. de. nh/fe evn pa/sin( kakopa,qhson( e;rgon poi,hson euvaggelistou/( th.n diakoni,an sou plhrofo,rhsonÅ 

2 Timothy 4:11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry. 
Louka/j evstin mo,noj metV evmou/Å Ma/rkon avnalabw.n a;ge meta. seautou/( e;stin ga,r moi eu;crhstoj eivj diakoni,anÅ 

Hebrews 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation? 
ouvci. pa,ntej eivsi.n leitourgika. pneu,mata eivj diakoni,an avpostello,mena dia. tou.j me,llontaj klhronomei/n swthri,anÈ 

Revelation 2:19 "I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last are more 
than the first. 

oi=da, sou ta. e;rga kai. th.n avga,phn kai. th.n pi,stin kai. th.n diakoni,an kai. th.n u`pomonh,n sou( kai. ta. e;rga sou ta. e;scata 
plei,ona tw/n prw,twnÅ 


